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IMBALANCE OF SCIENCES,
HUMANITIES SEEN AS CAUSE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS

MISSOULA-What he described as "a wedge...driven between the sciences and the humanities"
in American universities is largely responsible for the progressive dangers caused by
the environmental crisis,according to Dr. Ray

l

. Hart, chairman of the University of

Montana Department of Religious Studies.
In an address at the UM Foundation's winter meeting Saturday morning (Jan. 17) on the
Missoula campus, Dr. Hart said religion as well as the sciences must be utilized on
university campuses to determine the causes of pollution and to minimize pollution health
hazards.
Title of his talk was "The 'Human' in Human Environment:

Religion in the Fowling and

Cleaning of the Human Nest."
Dr. Hart, who became head of the first UM Department of Religious Studies last fall,
said his department proposes "a reconstitution of programs and curriculum" at UM in an
effort to solve environmental problems.
"If we look to the root causes of our environmental impasse," said Dr. Hart, "we will
find that the religious tradition of the West is one of the most fundamental.

Central to

that tradition is the claim that God created the world for man's benefit and rule."
The speaker said man has worked an imbalance between his physical and biological
environments because of "human greed" as he extends his authority " over the earth, the
skies and the universe."

more
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Dr. Hart said the humanistic question is in the forefront in the present environmental
crisis because it is imperative that man understand himself "in relation to his natural
and social

surroundings.”

Religion should hold an important place in man's life, including his university educa
tion, because religion, if applied properly, will help him obtain "a total view of (himself)
--of his origin, destiny and authority," said Dr. Hart.
Emphasizing the valuable role an institution of higher learning can play in obtaining
solutions to society's problems, Dr. Hart said, "What I wish to suggest is that for the
past decades the university has not been constituted in such a way as-to permit the society
at large to see what enormous problems we were rushing toward hell-bent.”
He said the re-introduction of "the academic study of religions" into various univer
sities, including UM, is an

encouraging sign that institutions of higher learning want

to help solve the fundamental human problem in conjunction with studies in the sciences.
Prior to the inauguration of the UM Department of Religious Studies last fall instruc
tion in

religion was handled by the Montana School of Religion at UNI, a privately supported

organization.

